Morphological and ultrastructural study of the ventral nerve cord in Branchiobdella pentodonta Whitman (Annelida, Oligochaeta).
The ventral nerve cord of Branchiobdella pentodonta consists of paired ganglia containing three different types of neurons, a central neuropil showing characteristic synapses and of an intersegmental apparatus made up of two large lateral connectives and a smaller ventral one. Some remarkable differences exist between the ventral nerve cord and that found in other oligochaetes; these include the presence of a large dorsal blood vessel, two dorsal muscular cells per metamere, and supportive glial cells ventral to the neuropil which have long transverse processes coming into contact with the segmental nerves.